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Over the past three years, I have thoroughly enjoyed
sitting down to write the Advent Devotional, A Quiet Hope.
As busy as my schedule is, I am grateful to take some time
out in preparation for this season and focus myself once
again on the reason for my life. 

This year I would like to take us on a tour of women in the
Bible and the hope that can be found as they wait on God.
This might not look like the typical Advent Devotional, but I
promise you by the time December 25th comes, we will
be ready for our Savior’s Incarnation! Each day there will
be Scripture and a reflection along with a Christmas song
to listen to. It is my hopeful prayer that as you enter into
this time each day that you will be filled for the day in
anticipation for what God has for you. 

With Hope 
–Stephanie



“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
– Genesis 3:15 

I’ve spent much of this year hoping for change. Hoping for a vaccine; hoping that
empathy would rise up; hoping for something new to happen; hoping for
kindness and grace to prevail. 

And then I open up the news cycle and social media feed and it feels like my
hopes are dashed again. This year has been challenging when it comes to hope,
especially if I continue to focus on my fellow humankind. But when I turn my
focus to God, hope is resilient and resplendent. It rises with a force that I can’t
muster on my own. 

I think of Eve, who had everything, EVERYTHING and more. We cannot even fully
grasp all that she had because we have never known God the way she and Adam
did. And then, it all went away with one chomp on a piece of fruit. The weight of
fear, disappointment, and grief would have been way too much for me to bear.
But she bore it without any word of hope until God let her and Adam know that
“He shall bruise your (the serpent’s) head.” I remember as a child one version said
that He will crush your head. I had this vivid picture of Jesus stomping on the
head of a snake, and felt pretty confident in my Savior. 

Hope was dashed, but then God came in and offered something new. Something
new – a hope that is founded on His promise, His faithfulness, and His very
nature. As we start this Advent season, this is a reminder to remember Eve. When
all hope seemed lost, God came and offered something new – hope for the very
first time.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Noel by Lauren Daigle/Chris Tomlin
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Vwu-t7QRaE


“The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all
living.” – Genesis 3:20 

I’ve had a few times in my life where I have utterly failed. My distinct humanness
has gotten in the way of my desire to become like my Savior and I unleashed a
torrent of rage, hurt, pain, and just plain ugliness. When those moments pass, and
I sit there in the wake of my destruction, the feelings of failure crush like an
unbearable weight. 

It is those moments that I am reminded of Eve. The weight of destroying
everything would have been unbearable; I cannot even begin to imagine that
guilt and shame. And yet, God offered hope through her lineage. Her legacy
would not be one of sin, but one of life. Her husband gave her the name Eve
which means “life-giver.” 

Eve, the mother of all, is the one who will ultimately see that life comes even
despite the death she helped to usher in. Her name does not become one that
means “death-giver” but she is known as “life-giver.” 

I find great hope in this. I know I fail, but I am hopeful that God’s purpose and
power will prevail despite my ineptness. It is in that power I hope that life will be
seen and given again and again. He gave life to Eve when she did not deserve it.
He brought life to all through her line through His Son. That life is now residing in
you and me ready to be given again to any who would receive it. Today, I find
hope once again in the Life that was lived, rectifying all that was destroyed,
bringing life where there was death.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Born That We May Have Life by Chris

Tomlin/Matt Redman

December 2nd, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgAY3FEcj6A


Suggested Christmas Song: 
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day by

Jars of Clay

December 3rd, 2020
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“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian
servant whose name was Hagar.” – Genesis 16:1 

It’s an Advent Devotional, and here we are reading about an enslaved woman who is
forced to have sex with someone she calls master purely for his benefit. While there has
been grace and amazing glimpses of God’s goodness this year, I have also felt the
overbearing weight of the depravity of humankind. This is one of the main reasons why I
would like to read through the stories of the women mentioned in the Bible, because
the injustice is alarming and it if very fitting for the world we live in. 

Abram and Sarai have a perceived problem – promised heir and nation, yet barren
womb. Instead of waiting on God, they take matters into their own hands by seeing their
property as a means to an end. As we might assume, their solution turns out to be a
larger problem than their first: an illegitimate heir, a scorned wife, and an unwanted
woman. 

Hagar’s story is one of tragedy. Everyone who is supposed to protect her and care for
her has failed her. Her dignity has been stripped away, so what is she left with? If you
read through this chapter in Genesis, you will find that even when she is sent away and
left for dead, she discovers that God is with her. He comes to her rescue and restores
her dignity in the midst of her masters attempting to strip it away and leave her for dead. 

Hagar’s response to God in verse 13 shows us what is most important: “You are a God of
seeing… Truly here I have seen Him who looks after me.” 

As we live in this season of Advent, Hagar’s story is a reminder to each of us in this year
that has brought so much pain – our God sees. He is looking after me, you, your family,
this world. You may feel much like Hagar this year – forgotten, lost, used up – but our
God sees. He sees so much that He sent His Son for you, to bring a love that we have
never known before; one that does not cost us anything. You are seen today.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAUxhWNbZuc


Suggested Christmas Song: 
I Wonder as I Wander by Audrey Assad

December 4th, 2020
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“But Sarah denied it, saying, ‘I did not laugh,’ for she was afraid. He said, ‘No, but you
did laugh." – Genesis 18:15 

If you read through Genesis 18 and the first part of 21, you will see a theme of laughter
and Sarah. By this point in the story, Sarah is old; so old in fact that she has gone through
menopause. It would truly take a miracle from God for her to conceive a child at this
point in her life. 

And yet, this is exactly what God does. Here is a miracle of miracles, Sarah will bear a
son, Isaac, who will be the next in line for the great nation that has been promised to
Abraham. Sarah laughs at this, and then later in chapter 21, we find out she feels like she
is going to be laughed at because she has borne a son in her old age. 

Maybe it is just because I am raising pre-teen daughters right now, but when I read
through Sarah’s story I see a petulant teenager who is concerned with how she will be
viewed by others, not an aged wise woman. The story of Sarah is the story of a woman
who is used by God even when she has wavering faith and major doubts. The cares of
others are foremost in her mind over the promise of God. 

We can say what a terrible example of faith Sarah is, but really I’m sitting back realizing
how relatable Sarah is. She doubted the impossible – I do this quite regularly. I mean, I
have faith, but this year I have a lot of doubts, and a lot of questions of will I make it
through this year? 

The reality is that God is still at work even when we doubt and laugh nervously. He is
still at work when we feel like we will be fools for following Him. He is still at work. His
promise will never fail. So, today, if you feel like you are not a shining beacon of faith in
this time of Advent and anticipation of our Savior’s coming, remember Sarah, and maybe
laugh a little bit.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIZjyf1jhKE


Suggested Christmas Song: 
Candlelight Carol by John Rutter & The

Cambridge Singers

December 5th, 2020
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“When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, ‘I will draw water for your
camels also, until they have finished drinking.’” – Genesis 24:19 

We come to the beautiful Rebekah today. When it comes to women in the Bible,
Rebekah’s story is quite tame. In Genesis 24 we read through a rather normal cultural
norm – finding a bride in the times of a patriarchal society. The servant who is tasked
with this asks God for a sign to know who the new bride should be. Let her give him a
drink, which is a pretty normal practice for that time; but don’t let her stop at just offering
hospitality to him, let her offer it to his camels as well. 

Essentially, the servant is asking God for a bride for his master that is gracious beyond
what is normal. Someone who will offer grace and love abundantly. 

What a picture this is and foreshadowing of our Savior to come. He won’t just be a
political ruler who will right the wrongs of the government systems. He won’t just be a
king of one particular region surrounded by desert lands. He won’t merely come to be
with us. No, He will rule and reign; He will bring justice and righteousness; He will love in
ways we never knew existed; He will give us life beyond what we could ask or imagine. 

He will give us living water so that we will thirst no longer. 

If you are looking for a sign today, please go take a sip of water and remember who the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords is.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbudPRPrFWI


Suggested Christmas Song: 
What Child is This? by Phil Wickham

December 6th, 2020

6

“Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the name of
the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form
and appearance.” – Genesis 29:15-16 

Leah’s eyes were weak. What a phrase, right? Bringing culture into context, it is
important to note that Leah was not necessarily ugly. To say one has weak eyes was to
convey a sense of tenderness and vulnerability (seen as a positive trait). We often read
this phrase and think that Leah was not the prettiest girl, but the reality is that the
comparison to her younger sister is drawn out because Rachel is just that much more
beautiful. It would be like a regular, normal woman with a standard beauty about her,
and her sister Giselle. It really isn’t fair, is it? 

Leah is not what Jacob wanted, nor is she the first choice. But Leah proves to be the
wife that God honors. 

Jesus was not what the people wanted, nor was He what was expected. And yet, He is
exactly what God had in mind. Not a political king who would dethrone the Roman
Empire, but a king who would make His way to Calvary, sacrificing everything so that
those He loved would have a chance at everything. 

Leah reminds us that God is the God of the unexpected. His plans and purposes are
often not what we had envisioned, yet they are exactly what we need. As you sit and
reflect on Leah and ultimately on the Savior that was rejected, what is it today that God
is showing you? Is there something unexpected, unplanned, or even unwanted that God
is leading you toward?

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aITXBJ4vMrg


Suggested Christmas Song: 
Unto Us by Hillsong Worship

December 7th, 2020
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“And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, ‘This time I will praise the LORD.’
Therefore she called his name Judah. Then she ceased bearing.” – Genesis 29:35 

Let’s spend one more day on the unwanted sister, shall we? I am a middle child with
two sisters. I know the plight of comparison and living in shadows. My older sister is a
Mensa level genius. To say it was a lot to grow up with her leading the way is an
understatement. I feel for Leah. She has lived her life in the shadow of her sister’s
beauty. And then, when she was finally going to be rid of her sister with Jacob marrying
her and taking her back to live with him, her dad tricks Jacob and gets rid of two
daughters in one fell swoop. 

She is with Rachel and Jacob now and forever compared to her sister, the great beauty.
Life truly is not dealing a fair hand to her. 

God sees Leah and her plight and comes to her aid. She is seen, heard, and hopes for
attachment through her first three sons. It is with her fourth son, Judah, that she realizes
she will never receive the love she desires from her husband. She will never compare to
her sister. Instead of hoping for a relationship here, she turns her eye to God and praises
Him for what He has done – Judah. 

And Judah truly is the hope of hopes. His own father blesses him later in life, letting
everyone know that “the scepter will not depart from Judah…” – the King of Kings is to
come through his line… through Leah, the forgotten one, the unwanted one, the one who
does not compare. 

We can often feel forgotten in this world, particularly now more than ever. We are
isolated for safety, but being alone can bring a sense of wonder and fear – do I even
matter? The hope I am praying for you today is that you hear a resounding YES from our
amazing Father in heaven. You matter. You are not alone. You are seen and known for
who you are. You are loved, truly, deeply loved. Hope in this today.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKRlhn9laBo


Suggested Christmas Song: 
Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming by The

Cathedral Singers

December 8th, 2020
8

“But they said, ‘Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?’” – Genesis 34:31 

If you take a moment and read through the 34th chapter of Genesis, you will read through
the heartbreaking story of Dinah. A story of rape and then a forced marriage – I wish that I
could say that this story reads purely medieval, but I know too many stories of women
around the world today who are dealing with this exact trauma. 

Dinah’s brothers attempt to offer vengeance, which angers their father, as it puts the entire
family at risk of being at war with these tribes. 

Whether their vengeance was justified or not, their statement at the end of Genesis shows
a glimpse of reality setting in at who the injustice truly is against. 

Dinah now lives with trauma in a world where therapists and clinicians do not exist. Dinah
has become soiled goods, an ideal marriage-match is now out of the question. Her life is
forever changed because some man took everything from her. 

When Brock Turner received his sentencing for sexually assaulting Chanel Miller while she
lay unconscious on a sidewalk at Stanford University, Judge Aaron Persky heard these
words from Turner’s father in regard to the recommendation for a sentence of prison time:
“[The sentence] is a steep price to pay for 20 minutes of action out of his 20 plus years of
life.” 

“Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?” 

Should women be treated as objects? Should our vaginas be commodities? Should the
discretion of a 20-minute action by a man change the trajectory a woman for the rest of
her life? 

Dinah is still here. Her story is in every country in this world. How do we find hope today
with this reality? 

The only thing I can leave you with today is a call to prayer. This world is truly hopeless, oh
how we need our Savior King, our Messiah, our Emmanuel here with us today now more
than ever. Will you pray today for the Dinah’s that live today? Pray for their healing, and
pray for God’s justice in their lives.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_RRlNtAlKg


Suggested Christmas Song: 
Nativity Carol by John Rutter

December 9th, 2020
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“Then Judah identified them and said, ‘She is more righteous than I, since I did not give
her to my son Shelah.’ And he did not know her again.” – Genesis 38:26 

The story of Tamar is yet another story of patriarchal traditions and rules and a woman who
suffers immensely because of them. If you read through chapter 38, you might be sitting
there scratching your head in frustration. Tamar, after losing her husband (who happened to
be a wicked man), is passed along to the next in line to bear children and continue the line.
The brother-in-law, also a wicked man, does not live up to his end of the bargain. So, he dies
as well. 

Then, Judah asks Tamar to remain a widow in order for his third son to grow up a bit before
he is given to her as a husband to continue the line of the firstborn. Judah believes Tamar to
be some sort of curse on his family; he has no intention of giving his third son to her. The
reality is though that Tamar has been surrounded by wickedness and grief. In this context,
her life depends on a male – yet all she can find is wicked men. 

This story is both confusing and frustrating. Here is a woman who needs protection, love,
honor, and respect, and she finds wickedness and condemnation. It is only when the truth is
brought to light that Judah confesses that her actions were righteous, and he was in the
wrong. 

If you read through the genealogy of Jesus, you will find that Tamar, the woman who was
trying to survive by bearing a son, ends up in the line of Jesus because she bore a son with
Judah. It is fitting that the woman who needed a man to save her from the circumstances that
surrounded her be a part of the story of how the Savior came to be. Tamar was looking for
someone to redeem her life, ultimately it is the Christ to come that will do that for everyone. 

I have felt more frustrated and confused this year than any other point in my life. The story of
Tamar is one that reminds me that God does indeed have a purpose through the mess.
Wickedness might surround me at times, but He will always be there helping me to see the
right path. 

As you reflect on the story of Tamar today, it can feel like wickedness is everywhere. As we
seek a quiet hope this season, spend some time in meditation on God’s goodness and
righteousness. He is always present, no matter how great the wickedness around us feels.

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq8mgyBUJgk


“The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child,
she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a
basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in
it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank.” – Exodus 2:2-3 

The majority of the Pentateuch hinges on a man named Moses. However, much like the
birth of Christ, Moses was born into a time when his life could easily have been lost. An
edict had been passed, and his life was meant to be taken. Jochebed hides Moses for
the first three months of his life. Keeping his cries silent as she seeks to keep her son
alive and out of the hands of the Egyptians. 

But eventually, her son has grown too much, and she knows she cannot keep him alive
and hidden any longer. So, she trusts in a basket and ultimately God to keep her son
alive. 

I cannot imagine the thoughts that plagued Jochebed as she made this decision. She
had no idea what would happen to her son, if he would make it out alive or not, but she
knew she could not keep him alive in hiding any longer. She made this choice in hope –
she took care to build the basket well, and sent her daughter out to watch over the
basket to know what happened to it. 

She built this basket trusting that God had a plan for her son. Her son would not die at the
end of an Egyptian’s sword. But in order for that to happen, she had to let go of him and
trust him to God. 

We might not have the choice of Jochebed today, but we do have the hope that trusting
in God brings. The hope that whatever choices we face, God is for us, not against us. 

What are you facing today? It might be something small, or it could be large and scary
like Jochebed’s decision. Remind yourself today that God is with you; He is here to guide
you; hope in this yet again.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Shepherd’s Song by Josh Garrels

December 10th, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJ452SLv3UI


“Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and
all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. And Miriam sang to
them: ‘Sing to the LORD, for He has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider He
has thrown into the sea.’” – Exodus 15:20-21 

Can we pause today and praise God? 

This has been an incredibly difficult year. We aren’t through it yet, but we can still pause
to praise God in the midst of the storm. 

Even though we might not be through the storm, we know that God is with us and will
not leave us, because this is who our God is. He was with Miriam every step of the way –
through watching her brother be raised by those who enslaved her, a life of slavery,
seeing the horrors of the plagues, watching the wonder of the Red Sea is being split. 

God never left her; God will never leave you. 

Let’s spend some time in praise to Him today. It is because of Him that we live in hope for
what is to come.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
We Have a Savior by Hillsong Worship

December 11th, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0esKTjhqJII&t=59s


We come to the story of Rahab today. In this short amount of time, we have read about a sexual
assault, a father-in-law sleeping with his daughter-in-law thinking she was a prostitute, and now to
Rahab. She is a Canaanite and a prostituted person. She is an outcast to the people of Israel on two
fronts – first because she is a Canaanite, their sworn enemy who they are supposed to destroy in
war as they seek to conquer the Promised Land; and second because she is a part of the oldest
form of oppression that exists. 

And yet, the truth of who God is flows from her mouth because she has seen who God is and
knows that He is really who He is. I AM WHO I AM has come into her city and she shows the awe,
fear, and wonder that comes when you encounter God and see Him, truly see Him. 

Rahab is cunning and clever. She is resourceful. She sees the writing on the wall – her city is going
to be crushed; so she enters into survival mode risking her life by lying and scheming against the
king of Jericho in order to save these spies of Israel. 

I’ll be honest, not much has changed for those who have been forced into a life of oppression. The
women we work with at Amirah have had to be just as resourceful with far less. They live in survival
mode and are often attempting to stay one step ahead of those who would harm them most. The
story of Rahab is quite familiar to me – you can see her survival instincts on the pages. 

While this may be jarring, there is light in this woman’s story. She sees God for who He truly is. Her
testimony that He is the God of the heavens and the earth shows that she understands who is in
charge. No Canaanite gods or king will rule this city – the God of the heavens and the earth will. 

A woman at Amirah faced her abuser and trafficker in court at his sentencing hearing. She bravely
had come to give a witness statement. She read through her statement to the judge. Near the end
she stated, “I pray that he sees the hurt he put me through, but I sadly think he won’t ever allow
himself to admit what he did. That’s ok though because 

God knows what is done in the dark will come to light, and that light is shining bright today.” God
knows what is done in the dark. He is the God of the heavens above and the earth below. Let the
truth that was proclaimed by these amazing women – sharing the same oppressions thousands of
years a part – ring true in your life today.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
O Come Let Us Adore Him by Hillsong

Worship

December 12th, 2020 12

“And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit

left in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in the

heavens above and on the earth beneath.” – Joshua 2:11
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEpNeynuiQw


“And Deborah said to Barak, ‘Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into
your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?’ So Barak went down from Mount Tabor
with 10,000 men following him.” – Judges 4:14 

I find great comfort in the story of Deborah. Here is a prophetess who is living her life, and is
constantly confounded by the lack of faith surrounding her. She calls out Barak for questioning
God’s command to go fight Sisera, and blatantly tells him that this victory will go to a woman
today instead of a man. I feel like we need Deborah in a set of memes or t-shirts along with
Jael and a tent peg. 

While this could get boiled down to a story of feminism, the reality is that this is a story of faith.
Faith to believe in the LORD who will be with you when He calls you to something that feels
impossible. Faith to know that when you cannot imagine how this will work out, you can trust
that God does. Faith to say yes to God when you are afraid. Faith because God – simply that,
God is who He says He is. He has proven Himself over and over. Why wouldn’t you step
forward? 

I find comfort in Deborah’s story because I feel for her. I work in the world of anti-trafficking
where everything, and I mean EVERYTHING, feels insurmountable and hopeless at all times.
You can read statistics or hear horror stories or work with a woman for years only to have her
relapse and die – hope can fade away. And yet, each day there is something inside that rises
up and says, “Press on… there is more to come… God is going before you.” 

God is going before you. 

Stop for a moment wherever you are and let that truth press in a bit. God is going before you.
No matter how insurmountable the odds are, God is going before you. He surmounts all things. 

Now, in this season of waiting and anticipation for our Savior, now is the time for faith to rise up.
Faith like Deborah; faith that knows who God is – because He is here and He is going before
you to protect you, to lay the path, to bring about His good, gracious, and perfect will. 

So, in the spirit of Deborah, what will you do to rise up today? Remember, God is going before
you!

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Angels We Have Heard on High by Phil

Wickham

December 13th, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v5V0k0fwuE


“And as morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the man’s house
where her master was, until it was light.” – Judges 19:26 

Spend a moment and read through Judges 19, and then enter into prayer with me. 

God of Refuge…            
We pray for the victims of rape today,            
We pray for the victims of sexual assault today,            
We pray for the victims of callous acts of sexual sin,            
We pray for the victims who have been purchased for the pleasure of others, 

God of Grace…            
We pray that You bring healing to the physical wounds,            
We pray that You mend the mind,            
We pray that You encourage the heart,            
We pray that You grant your peace, 

God of Peace…            
We pray that You bring rest in the night,            
We pray that You strengthen the soul,            
We pray that You silence the harm, 

God of Justice…            
We pray that You light up the darkness,            
that Your justice and righteousness reign. 

We trust in You today, we hope in You today. Amen.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
In the Bleak Midwinter by Gustav Holst &

Sheku Kanneh-Mason

December 14th, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfsbnewzIVE


“She said to them, ‘Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very
bitterly with me. I went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me
Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity
upon me?’” – Ruth 1:20–21 

Have you ever gone through a truly terrible time and someone came along and said
something to the effect of: “Don’t worry; God works all things together for the good of those
who love Him.” While biblical advice (except for taken way out of context), not necessarily the
advice that it needed in that moment when your heart is torn apart. 

Naomi is a breath of fresh air in a world of trite responses to pain. Her faith has been shaken to
its core, and she is displaying full honesty about how much the tragedy she has been dealt.
She believes God to be the one in charge of all things, so He is clearly in charge of this. He has
dealt bitterly with her. She once had a full life and now it is empty. Did God work things out for
her good? Nope, a calamity was left in her wake. A calamity. 

Christmas is not the easiest season in the world for those who have gone through difficult
times in life. I lost my mom nine years ago unexpectedly at the age of 53 from complications
due to diabetes. Each Christmas, I am reminded how much she is not here with me, even more
so now that we have children who she never met. 

Sometimes it is frightening to our faith to admit how much pain we are in though. If we admit
that whatever we are going through is not fair and we don’t understand how God could let that
happen, does that make our faith null and void? 

If we look at Naomi, I don’t think it does. While she says some pretty startling things, she also
moves forward with Ruth and has glimpses of hope that maybe God is filling up her life again
through Boaz, her kinsman redeemer. Expressing pain and grief does not mean that faith is
gone; it does not mean that hope is lost. 

If you are in a season of grief right now, reading this, I hope and pray that you find the words of
Naomi comforting. The truth is that God is not afraid of these words. He wants a relationship
with you, even when you are utterly spent in pain. Today is a reminder that hope still exists
even in the laments we live.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear by

Meredith Andrews

December 15th, 2020
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dD4dchSlXxU


“He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-
law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” – Ruth 4:15 

The small book of Ruth has always been a story of Naomi. A woman who felt like she was
dealt bitterly with by God who ends up being blessed beyond what she could have ever
imagined by her daughter-in-law, a foreigner who really could have left her in her bitterness to
die. The transformation of Naomi through this book is startling, but it comes about because of
faithful obedience by Ruth. 

Eugene Peterson coined that term, “a long obedience in the same direction.” I think that term
applies aptly to Ruth. Ruth has been dealt the same blows that her mother-in-law received.
Her husband is dead, her brother-in-law is dead, her father-in-law is dead, there is a famine,
her sister-in-law chose to leave and go back to her homeland. On top of all of these things, she
is a foreigner in a strange land and knows no one aside from her severely depressed mother-
in-law. 

Despite all of these things, Ruth remains faithful. She walks the long obedience in the same
direction and sees her life and Naomi’s restored and blessed. She makes her way into the
lineage of Jesus becoming the great-grandmother of David. 

This has been a long, troubling year, and the reality is that 2021 probably won’t be too different.
Yes, there will be a vaccine, but things will move slowly. Yes, there is a political change, but
the country is still divided and many are actively choosing to stay divided rather than sit at the
table together. Ruth is a great reminder for us as this year winds to a close that we are called
to be obedient to One. Choose Him, follow Him, seek Him, and keep walking after Him for a
very, very, very long time. 

Who knows, if we all do this, we might be a blessing for the Naomi’s in our lives?

Suggested Christmas Song: 
A Christmas Alleluia by Chris Tomlin

December 16th, 2020
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“He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit
with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’S, and on
them he has set the world.” – 1 Samuel 2:8 

The story of Hannah is a small beautiful light in a time when the priestly line in Shiloh is
deteriorating beyond repair. Hannah is a reminder that God listens and cares for His people.
Hannah is a reminder to persevere in every circumstance. Hannah is a reminder to put God first
in life, trusting that He is for you and He does see and hear your cry. 

What are you facing today? What problem is insurmountable? What pain is so great that it is
becoming too much to bear? 

Do you feel like the poor left out in the dust and waste? Do you sit in grief with ashes being
poured on you like a heap? Does life feel like it is crumbling around you? 

Take a moment right now and breathe in deeply. Calm your soul. Remind yourself as Hannah
did that while her life felt like it was crumbling, God held the pillars. 

You might feel weak and forgotten, but you are not. He is strong and determined. He is here
listening to you. Spend some time today with Him and rest in His grace.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel by Lauren

Daigle

December 17th, 2020
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“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will
go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” – Esther 4:16 

I remember growing up and hearing the story of Esther through flannelgraph. For those of you
who are too young to know about this, this was before the time of televisions in every Sunday
School classroom. There was a board of flannel and small cut-outs with flannel on the back.
The teacher would put various cut-outs on the board, tell a part of the story, then take them
down and put new ones up. 

I have vivid memories of a queen-like figure kneeling in prayer surrounded by three other
women as a bowl of fruit was left untouched by their feet. 

However, how do you tell a group of children that this queen-like figure was one of hundreds
of women who were brought into the bed chamber of a man called King. She was made to be
quiet and pretty to please him. And depending on his mood, she might be forcefully raped or
killed on the spot. Everything depended on how much she pleased him. The story of Esther
troubles me to say the least. The situations that she, Vashti, and the other women are forced
into are so disturbing, and harken to so many situations we still see today in the world of the
commercial sex trade. 

Instead of attempting to find the nugget in this story, can we just sit back and lament for a
minute? It is deeply disturbing that the issues we face today have been around for thousands
of years. That women are often seen for how they can sexually gratify and nothing more. 

As Esther did, can I encourage you to spend some time in fasting today. Fast and pray for the
girls and boys, women and men that are still being victimized on an hourly basis. Fast and pray
for our court system and legislation in each state to pick up the mantle of justice on the behalf
of them. Fast and pray for a change to come and hope in God who does work miracles in
situations that seem impossible.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
He has Come for Us (God Rest Ye Merry

Gentlemen) by Meredith Andrews

December 18th, 2020
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“I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that you not stir up or awaken love until it
pleases.” – Song of Songs 8:4 

Three times the bride in the Song of Songs gives this warning to her friends. If you read this
book of poetry through the lens of a groom and his bride, then this warning is a stark contrast
to our romance-obsessed culture. As a mother raising two pre-teen daughters, I am constantly
bewildered at how young adult books have transformed from tales of bravery, loyalty, and
friendship to stories of lust. The warning of the bride seems to have been lost. 

If you read this book through the lens of God as the groom to his bride, the people of Israel
and ultimately the church, then this warning is one of patience and waiting on God. 

Either way, it is a piece of advice that is often ignored in the culture of instant gratification that
we live in. If we can’t get things our way, we force situations or manipulate feelings until
something unfolds in our favor. Was it the best for us? No, but we live in a world of constant
settling in order to have our desires met. 

C.S. Lewis spoke about this settling when he wrote in The Weight of Glory, “It would seem that
our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who
wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the
offer of a holiday at the sea. 

We are far too easily pleased.” We are far too easily pleased. Love, infinite, eternal love is
waiting for you, and we settle for some dimmed-down version thinking that we have reached
the tip of the iceberg. 

The bride is a reminder for us today in this season of anticipation that there is FAR greater
things to come. You think you have seen love and experienced it, but we are only scratching
the surface. 

Take a moment and breathe that in today. What are you anticipating? Have you settled for
less? Maybe it is time once again to rethink your desires and dare to hope that God has far
greater for you – because His love is that vast.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Perfect Light by Chris Tomlin

December 19th, 2020
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“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to
her from the Lord.” – Luke 1:45 

Elizabeth, a familiar face in the season of Advent, carries a story we have seen many times
before. A barren woman aged out and fallen into disgrace, a visit from the Divine letting them
know about the miracle birth to come, and some form of humanity ensues in response. In her
case, a mute husband for his disbelief in this miracle. 

She is visited by her cousin, Mary, a very pregnant miracle herself. Elizabeth does not lose
sight of what God is doing. She does not doubt like her husband, but sees the larger picture.
The child in her womb responds to Mary and Elizabeth cannot hold in the joy and amazement
she has in response. 

It is telling that Elizabeth’s beatitude is about faith. Essentially – blessed is the one who
believes in God, even when whatever He is saying is absolutely impossible. Elizabeth knows all
about the impossible becoming possible. She doesn’t laugh like Sarah in the Old Testament;
she didn’t give her husband to a servant-girl to try to keep his line going; she didn’t do anything
but trust and believe. 

Faith, what a simple word and if you look at the life of Elizabeth, it can also be a simple reality. 

Are there impossible situations in your life? Trust and believe.
Is there something that God is saying to go do? Trust and do it. 

Walk boldly forward in faith. If we can learn anything from Elizabeth it is that those who trust in
God and have faith in Him will be blessed. If you take a moment and think about your life,
collecting the moments when you lived out faith, do you see the blessings that came with
that? Maybe they were small, maybe they were beyond what you ever expected. But I know
this to be true, when I do some reflection this promise of Elizabeth holds true. When I believed
in God and His promises to me, I was and am exceedingly blessed.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Joy to the World by Hillsong Worship

December 20th, 2020

20

Select the music

note to listen while

you read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDAUPz2RohU


“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…’” –
Luke 1:46–47 

If you are seeking to understand God more in this Advent season, please look no further than
what is known as the Magnificant, this song of praise from the mother of Jesus. 

Mary’s feelings are clearly expressed throughout this song. God owes her nothing, yet she has
received everything from him. Her story is not in a silo though. This is how God treats everyone.
Her story of mercy and grace received could be repeated a thousand times over. 

God’s mercy extends to those who fear him. This mercy is the loyal love that is often
expressed in the Old Testament. The word is hesed. This is a love that is faithful and gracious. It
is shown over and over again as God has rescued the humble from their state. He lowers the
proud, and shows great care for those who trust and believe in Him. 

If you are in search for God today, you can see from Mary’s song that God is a God who loves,
shows mercy, and blesses those who trust in Him. He sees everyone for who they are, and
offers mercy to those who will accept it. 

The truth is that this mercy is not just extended once, but it is given again and again. God is
relentless in His pursuit. 

Spend some time today reflecting on the words of Mary. Is there something new that you are
learning about God today? Can you take a moment to respond to Him today? Pause, reflect,
and respond. If we can see anything from Mary and her life, we can see that when we know
more about God, praise is the natural response. Spend some time with this truth today.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
My Soul Magnifies the Lord by Chris

Tomlin

December 21st, 2020
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“And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at
table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him
at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of
her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment.” – Luke 7:37-38 

We have spent a lot of time reflecting on the love that God has for His people, you and I included.
It is vast and great. It is beyond the scope of what we can understand. But what about our love for
God? 

I don’t know about you, but this year has proven to be hard when it comes to faith. I think the
word I am searching for is stale. I’ve been ill-impressed with responses to this pandemic by those
I call brother and sister in Christ. I’ve been numbed by the ill treatment of our shepherd leaders
who are facing challenges they never were trained for. I’ve been enraged by the fact that those
who worship next to me speak more about some politician than they do about our Savior. 

My response to all of these things has left me a bit stale and tired. 

The woman in Luke 7 who broke the alabaster jar to adorn Jesus’ feet is the reminder I need
today. I’ve often quoted the Psalmist throughout my life, “In God I trust and am not afraid. What
can mere mortals do to me?” (Psalm 56:4, NIV). This year, I have been shocked to find out that
mere mortals can do a lot to me. My spirit has often felt dejected and has felt tasteless when it
comes to faith. 

The woman in Luke 7 is a reminder that those who have been forgiven much, love much. The
depth of love that she has for her Savior is not only commendable but desirable. 

No matter what is happening around us, Jesus still loves us. He forgives us, even for the things
we could not imagine being forgiven for. 

What is most important for me today is that He sees me, even in the midst of this stale season
and continues to love me. Today, my prayer is for this love to be matched in my heart, for hope to
rise up again, and the depth of love to transform my faith to new heights no matter what is
happening around me. 

What is your prayer today?

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by JJ Heller

December 22nd, 2020
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“And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before
him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been
immediately healed.” – Luke 8:47 

A woman bleeding for twelve years enters into Jesus’ life. Twelve years. This is not just a painful,
frustrating experience; this is a life of solitude as she would be ceremonial unclean the entire time. No
family, no touch, nothing but a life alone in pain. 

Can you imagine her life? Somehow she hears about Jesus and the miracles He has done. No physician
in her life has been able to help her, but maybe this man they are calling Messiah might be able to do
something. She doesn’t seek to bring a public spectacle to her situation. She crouches down and
sneaks a touch of His fringe on His robe. The piece that signifies the covering of God’s mercy and love,
much like an eagle’s wing covering its young to protect them. 

She has never met this Messiah before, but she trusts in the rumors about Him enough to risk exposure.
Sure enough, her gamble pays off and with one touch, she is healed. The past twelve years are a distant
memory in a simple moment. Her life is forever changed. 

When Jesus calls out asking who touched Him, I can only imagine the fear she must have felt. Would
He take this miracle back because she attempted to do this in hiding? Would her life go back that
instant to what she had always known? Who is this Messiah really? 

But Jesus does not take the miracle back. He commends her for her faith, and tells her to go now in
peace. She is whole. 

When I encounter Jesus, I find that my expectations are often way off base. This year has shown me
again that my hopes and faith are still settling. I am afraid to dare to dream bigger, believe greater, and
expect more. Despite this, God proves Himself over and over as He surpasses every expectation I have. 

I don’t know what the woman expected when she touched the fringe of Jesus’ garment, but what she
received was far greater. This I know. She was healed yes, but she was given life, she was accepted and
loved, she was granted peace in a time when her life was crumbling a part. 

Take a moment today and lay out your expectations to God. Then dare to have faith that He will do
more than you could ask or imagine. What happened in that moment for you? Could you describe it?
Could you put it into words? 

Take just one moment and try in faith to see what more there is. Reach out, grab the fringe of His
garment, and feel the presence of His great wing of protection over you.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
In Dulci Jubilo by The Cambridge Singers

December 23rd, 2020
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“Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned and said to him
in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means Teacher).” – John 20:15–16 

So much of Jesus’ teaching in life culminate in this encounter by the tomb. To those who have
received much, much will they give; the sheep know the voice of the Shepherd. 

Mary Magdalene has a story similar to the women we encountered in the Old Testament. She
was dished a life no one would want. She was forced into choices that no woman should have
to make. She was a product of a society that deemed women less than. 

But then Jesus came into her life. He saw her for who she was – a daughter of the King, one
who deserved love and mercy because of the Imago Dei that resided in her. She deserved
respect and honor because she held dignity in her being. 

When you have been mistreated your entire life and told you are less than, it is hard to imagine
someone doing or saying anything else to you. Jesus changed her life. So, when He died, it is
fitting that she would be seeking His grave to mourn. She lost much that night – would her life
go back to what it was? 

And yet the sheep know the Shepherd’s voice. 

I imagine a moment of gasp as she realizes that this man she thought was the gardener was
her Savior. How could this be possible? She watched Him die. She experienced the gut-
wrenching loss. Yet, here He is, risen from the dead in all His glory – standing in love, grace,
and mercy before her. 

Her life is not over. Her life will never be the same. Because He is here. He is alive. 

Mary Magdalene’s life is such a wonderful reminder for this season. The Savior is here. He has
not forgotten you. He is not dead. He is very much alive and active in this world. As Mary did,
listen for His voice and call, because He is here.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
O Holy Night by David Crowder Band

December 24th, 2020
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“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the
agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven
heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give
birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne,” –
Revelation 12:1–5 

While Luke 2 might be the normal reading for Christmas morning, let’s spice it up and turn to Revelation
12. I remember the first time I heard this chapter preached, the pastor talked about how he was hoping
to receive Christmas cards with a dragon in the Nativity scene. Sure enough, at Christmas time, he
received several cards in this theme. 

We have spent a lot of time discussing the nature of this year – how difficult it has been for so many. I
think it is important that as we celebrate Christmas Day this year without the normal traditions we have
had for so many years, to remember that a spiritual battle is happening all around us. Whatever you
believe about the book of Revelation, this imagery of a woman giving birth to a male child who will rule
the nations harkens a lot to Mary and Jesus.

Yes, God is in control. Yes, He is capable of far more than we could imagine. But let us not forget that a
dragon attempted to stop Him. And he is still out there, wreaking havoc on this world. 

So, how do we end in hope? Because Revelation does not end with this story of the dragon. 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be His people, and God
Himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there by mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.’ And He who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ Also He
said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” (Revelation 21:1-5, ESV). 

This is how we end in hope. Thank you for taking this unconventional journey with me this Advent
season. May God grant you His peace as you hope in Him.

Suggested Christmas Song: 
Glory in the Highest by Chris Tomlin

December 25th, 2020
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